VISN 17 RESEARCH START-UP FUNDING PROGRAM

This program is designed to provide start-up support for new investigators who demonstrate evidence of a career commitment to the VA.  It is intended that this funding will enable these investigators to acquire pilot data necessary to submit future proposals to VA and non-VA  funding sources.

ELIGIBILITY

The VISN program follows the VA Central Office criteria for funding eligibility.  The applicant must be a doctorate level clinician with at least a 5/8 VA salary.  Those individuals with less than 5/8 VA salary or non-clinician must have received a determination of eligibility from VA Central Office.  Individuals determined eligible by VACO will be eligible for VISN funding during the period of time that VACO has granted eligibility.  A copy of the VACO eligibility determination should be provided with the proposal submission.  Investigators may not currently serve as PI on national peer-reviewed federal grants.  They may have grants from private or commercial organizations.

FUNDING

Projects selected will be provided $45,000 for a one-year period, with a second year of funding contingent upon progress report approval. 

DUE DATES

Proposals must be submitted in final form to the local Research and Development Committee for review and determination of proposals to be forwarded for VISN consideration.  Proposals to be considered for VISN submission must arrive in the local Research Office by 

August 1

November 1

April 1.        

APPLICATION

Proposals must be submitted in accordance with the current VA Merit Review format, with the addition of a statement indicating applicant’s VA career plans and how startup funding will benefit these plans.  All information and justifications required for Merit Review submission should be included in the VISN submission as VISN reviewers will use the same review criteria.  Investigators resubmitting a proposal must include a resubmission memo addressing the concerns of previous reviewers.  Merit Review instructions are located on this web site under VA-funded Research Programs and all Merit Review forms are also available in the Forms section.
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