APPROVAL OF RESEARCH INVOLVING LABORATORY ANIMALS

The South Texas Veterans Health Care System (STVHCS), as an institution conducting research using laboratory animals, adheres to Federal regulations as published in the Animal Welfare Act, the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide), the Public Health Service Policy, and the US Government Principles Regarding the Care and Use of Animals.  As a Department of Veterans Affairs facility, the STVHCS also adheres to the Veterans Health Administration guidelines for the use of animals in research.  The STVHCS has a letter of assurance on file with the Public Health Service, is registered as a research facility with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) as a site of the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, and is accredited by the Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care International (AAALAC).  

The STVHCS program for the humane care and use of laboratory animals involves several entities working together to ensure that the STVHCS remains in compliance with Federal and institutional guidelines and regulations and remains accredited.  These involve the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), the Office of the ACOS for Research and Development, and the Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU).

Review.  All research involving animals within the STVHCS must be approved by  the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, Subcommittee for Research Safety, and the Research and Development Committee.

Proposal Submission.  The proposal is submitted using the local research approval forms with the addition of the Animal Component.   When the proposal is submitted for R&D Committee review, the Research Office will schedule the animal and safety subcommittee reviews.  Animal subcommittee review will focus primarily on the details provided in the animal component, which must be submitted for each species used.   The investigator and the R&D Committee will be notified of the results of the subcommittee reviews.

Consultation.  The Veterinary Medical Officer should be consulted in the planning stages of the proposal.  The Veterinary Medical Unit Supervisor may also be contacted for assistance in completing the Animal Component.  

Changes in Protocol.  No changes may be made to the approved proposal without subcommittee approval.   Request for modifications should be submitted to the Research Office.

Training

Public Health Service Animal Welfare Policy requires that all investigators and technicians involved in protocols using animals receive training on the humane practice of animal care and use prior to initiating animal studies.  Prior to starting the research, investigators and all of their staff must complete all required animal use training.  The Veterinary Medical Unit Supervisor should be contacted for training tapes access.   It is the Principal Investigator's responsibility to insure that all personnel are trained and to personally verify their competency in the procedures to be conducted.  Investigators must be familiar with all animal use and veterinary medical unit policies.  All staff using the Veterinary Medical Unit are required to attend annual safety training.

Veterinary Medical Unit Procedures

All new employees, salaried and Without Compensation (WOC), working with animals are required to meet with the Veterinary Medical Unit supervisor to receive an orientation on VMU procedures.   Policy/procedures on various aspects of the animal program are available from the VMU supervisor.

Health

Personnel who have substantial contact with animals should adhere to requirements of the preventive measures required in the facility occupational health program.  The VMU supervisor should be contacted for further information on requirements for specific individuals.
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